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THE 


QUESTION 


CONFORMITY, &c. | 


We r is very evident, that ou great 
End which Almighty GOD. had 
Jin view, when he gaze gifts to 
es CHRIST, upon his aſcenſion to 
glory; and which CHRIST alſo, as the 
great king and prophet of his church, far- 
ther propoſed, when he diſpenſed thoſe 
gifts to men, for the ſervice of his people; 
was, that he might bring all the members 
of his myſtical body, to an unity of the 
Faith, and knowledge of himſelf, as the Son 
F God (a), and the one Mediator between 
God and men (b). And I do not know, 


(a) Eph. iv. 8, 13. (6) 1 Tim, il. 5, 
B 2 that 


(4) 
that there is any one relative duty, either 
more frequently or ſtrongly inculcated by 
our LORD and his Apoſtles, than that of 
brotherly love and mutual forbearance 
among Chriſtians, one towards the other: 
| A diſpoſition and conduct of that kind 
having not only a conſiderable influence 
| upon our harmony in ſentiment and prac- 
| tice; but being abſolutely neceſſary to the 
| maintenance of ſociety in the world, whe- 
ther civil or religious. By this, ſays our 
LORD, Hall all men know, that ye are 
l my diſciples, if ye have love one to ano- 
ther (c). CHARITY, or Chriſtian love, 
among brethren, is the bond of perfett- 
neſs (d); the fulfilling of the whole law (e). 
And therefore St. Paul not only exhorts 
the Fpheftans, that they ſhould forbear 
| one another in love, with all lowlineſs, 
ö meekneſs, and long-ſuffering ; as the beſt 
| means to ſecure the unity of the ſpirit in 
the bond of peace; + but alſo tells the Co- 
rinthian converts, among other things; 
that neither a// knozwledge (take the word 
in the moſt extenſive ſenſe), nor even faith 
= itſelf, though that which would remove 
x mountains ; is any thing without Chari- 
| ty (FJ). That faith, - which worketh by 
i love (g), to our neighbour, or Chriftian 


(e) Fob xiii. 35. (d) Col. iii. 14. 
(e) Rom. xiii. 10. (F) 1 Cor. xiii. 2. 
(g) Gal. v. 6. + Eph. iv. 2, 3. 
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brother, as well as to GOD is alone of 
the right kind. And though the time will 
come, when both faith and hope ſhall 
vaniſh away, or meet their period; yet cha- 
rity never faileth (H). Love to him, who 
is the father of the church, and to thoſe, 
who are the ſeveral members of it ; will 
ſurvive the wreck 'of this world, and 
Aouriſh with immortal vigour in the hea- 
venly manſions, 

BUT if the GOD and FATHER of 
our LORD JESUS CHRIST, and if 
CHRIST himſelf, his Son and our Sa— 
viour, deſigned an uniformity of this kind 
by eſtabliſhing the New Teſtament diſpen- 
ſation, and by gifting and qualifying men 
for the work of the miniſtry, and the edli- 
Hing the body of Chrift (i): I hall have 
every intelligent Reader, every judicious 
Chriſtian before hand with me in the con- 
clufion natural from the premiſles ; he will 
be at no loſs to infer bis duty. — Was 
this the deſign of GOD, will ſuch a one 
ſay, and ſhall not I ſecond it? Did my 
1 maſter inforce this diſpoſition, and 

all not I cultivate it? lt mult be con- 

feſſed, that the primitive church was ve 

zcalous in this particular ; and that, from 
time to time, 4 general conſent in religious 
faith and diſcipline, has been ardently de- 


Y 1 Cor. xiil. 8. (i) Cob. iv. 12, 
ſired 


TY 

fired and attempted by Chriſtians in ſue- 

coeeding ages. But ſo it hath been with us, 
eſpecially for the laſt century or two, that 
this ſeamleſs garment of Chriſt, from one 
cauſe or another, has been frequently rent. 
Profeſſors, too little attentive, both to the 
commands of the LORD, and their own 
common intereſt ; have divided and ſubdi- 
vided, till the ſpirit of Chriſtianity is well 
nigh loſt, and little left us but the name. 
uch a declenſion, indeed, in brother- 
ly afeiftion and unity, had been leſs ſur- 
priſing, had we been ſtript of the means 
of” knowledge, and fallen into a general 
ſtupidity ; but to find it prevail in rheſe 
kingdoms, and eſpecially among thoſe 
Chriſtians, whe value themſelves for be- 
ing more refined in their ſentiments, is 4 
queſtion of ſome difficalty. 

NO doubt but cheDiſſnters, in common 
with the reſt of mankind, and by the li- 
berty the National Church took herſelf in 
diſciaiming the authority and dofirines 
of Rome; have a natural right to think 
for themſelves, in matters of faith and 
worſhip (. But then the queſtion with 
every prudent, conſiderate man will be: 
Are the caſes parallel? Is the neceſſity on 
both ſides the ſame ? What are the ad- 


(k) See Dr. DENNE's Sermon at the Conſecration of the 
| Right Rev. Father in God, THOMAS, Lord Biſhop of Ban- 
' 4e, on Jan. 15.1737. Page 13, 14. 
| vantages - 


(7) 


vantages ariſing; the valuable purpoſes 
ſecured, by a 7 Fer i from the Church 
of England? No one would deſtroy 
the harmony of Chriſtian ſociety ; no one 
would pour contempt on public authority; 
unleſs the /aſ# inconveniences were to be 
avoided, and bleſſings eſſential to the vitals 
of religion, the very being of Chriſtianity 
to be procured. But who knows not, 
that the Church of Rome is both ſuperſti- 
tious and idolatrous* That they hold 
good works to be meritorious of ſalvation ; 
that they can perform more than their 
duty : that they maintain maſſes for the 
dead]; aſſert a purgatory, or middle ſtate 
between heaven and hell, for the 1 
cation of departed ſpirits; and blaſphe- 
mouſly multiply the objects of divine wor- 
ſhip, as well as the mediums of acceſs ; 
with the like 2 Here then are the black 
marks of apoſtacy and idolatry; and there- 
fore juſt reaſon for that loud call, imme- 
diately directed againſt the Church of 
Rome, for Chriſtians, the followers of the 
Lamb, to come out of her, that they be 
not partakers of her fins (1),—But no ob- 
jection of this kind lies againſt the eſta- 
bliſhed Church. The Diſſenters them- 
ſelves, thoſe, however, who retain the 
doctrines of the Reformation, acknowledge, 
that her articles are pure; that the true 


(1) Rev. xvili, 
| . obje 


(3) 
object of religious homage is ſecured; the 
one, alone way of ſalvation, by Chriſt, 
eſtabliſhed; good works placed on the 
right bottom; and the reſt (m). What 
then is the matter of difference? Merely 
things of ſpeculation and ceremony; diſ- 

utable in themſelves, and indifferent as 
to ſalvation. Things, in which the wi/e/# 
and beſt of men, in the primitive ages of 
Chriſtianity, have more or leſs diſfered; 
in which they are allomed to differ, and, 
indeed, cannot but differ, till a /arger 
meaſure of the Spirit obtains, —Dol then 
either promote my own uſefulneſs, or my 
neighbour's ſpiritual advantage? Am ei- 
ther I a better member of ſociety, or he 
a ſtronger believer * Do I put to filence 
the objections of gainſayers, or recom- 
mend Chriſtianity to her adverſaries by 


(n) This is a charge, that lies heavy againſt the Brownifts, 
who were at the head of the Separation, drawn up, in {hort, 
by themſelves; and therefore attended with this inconſ{ency, 
that what they call their /po/ogy (preſented to King Fames 15 
is, in fact, their condemnation: We teſtify by theſe preſents 
« unto all Men, and deſire them to take knowledge hereof, 
« that we have not forſaken any one Point of the True An- 
« cient Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith profe/ed in our Land: 
but hold the ſame Grounds of Chriſtian Religion with them.“ 
See S:i/ling fleet's Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, Part. I. 
p. 31i- Where it is farther obſerved, That the Publifber of 
theDiſpute about Separation between Johnſon and Jacob, ſaith: 
++ That the firſt Separatiſts never denied, that the Doctrine 
« and Profeſhon of the Churches of Eng/and, was ſufficient 
* to make thoſe that believed and obeyed them, to be true 
«« Chriſtians, and in the ſtate of Salvation, but always held, 
« profeſſed, and acknowledged the contrary.” R 

ſuch 
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ſuch a repre It cannot be: Since 
every eſſential to ſalvation is to be found 
in the Eftabliſhment ; and ſince I am only 
confuſing the minds of ſome, and adding 
weight to the cavils of others, by my ſe- 
paration. 

THE Old Nonconformiſts, in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, were ſo ſenſible of 
the unreaſonableneſs of the ſeparation, 
then ſet on foot by Brown and his follow- 
ers; and of the prejudice, that was like- 
ly to reſult from it, not only to the Pro- 
teſtant reformed Churches in England, 
but to the intereſt of true Religion in ge- 
neral; that they profeſſedly attack them 
from the preſs, and enter the frongeſ# 
remonſtrances againſt their conduct. Thus, 
for example, Parker, in his account of 
the Separation, aflerts, That © it doth 
* no leſs, than even perſecute the Lord 
* Feſus in his Hoſt, which it revileth ; in 
* his Ordinances, which it diſhonoreth ; 
* and in his Servants laſt of all, whoſe 
* Graces it blaſphemeth, whoſe foorſieps 
* it ſlandereth, and whoſe Perſons it de- 
© ſpiſeth.”-— And Mr. Giford, another 
of the Nonconformiſts of thoſe times, 
ſpeaks thus of them: They make a 
* vile Schiſm, ſays he, rending themſelves 
* from the Church of England ; and con- 
* demning by their Aſſertions the Whole 
* Viſible Church in the World; even as 

WEIR. * the 
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(10) 
* the Donatiſts did in old time.” Add- 
ing, © That the end of Browni/m, as it 
was then called, is Infinite Schiſms, 
« Hereſies, Atheiſm, and Barbariſin. = 
Again, after having obſerved, that they 
were greatly remiſs in the practice of 
Chriſtian virtue, he tells us, They 
ec give themſelves wholly to this, even as 
ce if it were the Sum and Pith of Reli- 


* gion, namely, to Argue and Talk con- 


* tinually againſt Matters in the Church, 
« againſt Biſbops and Miniſters, and one 
* againſt another on both ſides. Some, 
© as he continues, are proceeded to this, 
* That they will come to the Aſſemblies 
© to hear the Sermons and Prayers of the 
te Preacher, but not to the Prayers of the 
e Book, which, adds he, I take to be a 
* more grievous ſin, than many do ſup- 
© poſe.” In another place, as an evidence 
that his principles were thoſe of the Non- 
conformiſts, he expreſles himſelf in theſe 
words: © do not meddle at all, ſays Be, 
*© in theſe Queſtions, whether there be 
* corruptions and faults in our Church, 
condemned by God's Word; whether 
they be many or fe; whether they be 
* ſmallorgreat; but only thus far, whether 
* they be ſuch, or ſo great, as to make 
* our Churches Antichriſtian.” — And 
the author of a Piece, called the Second 
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( 1) 
Anſwer for communicating with the E/ta- 
bliſhed Church, expreſſes himſelf thus, — 
* unleſs I hold the Congregation where- 
te of I am now, diſannulled, and become 
* no Church of Chriſt, for the not ſepa- 
rating an unworthy member; I cannot 


* voluntarily either abſent myſelf from 


* their Aſſemblies to Holy Exerciſes, or 
% yet depart away being come together, 
* without Breach of the Bond of Peace, 
* Sundering the Cement of Love, em- 
* pairing the Growth of the Body of 
* Chriſt, and incurring the guilt of Schiſm 
* and Diviſon. To theſe might be an- 
next a variety of other Teſtimonies to 
the ſame purpoſe; all charging the Se- 

ation, as a Vile, Uncharitable, and 
Lewd Schiſm (n). 

FOR myſelf, it muſt not be denied, 
that I have been #9ery converſant among 
the Diſſenters; thoſe, particularly, who 
value themſelves, as the ffrifter and more 
orthodox ſetts amongſt them: And there- 
fore have ſome reaſon for pretending to 
a competent knowledge, in what concerns 
their principles and diſcipline — What 
has been the conſequence? Where is the 
advantage > That, unleſs greatly miſta- 
ken, I am better qualified to make a cool 
and impartial judgment on both ſides. 


(») See Stilling fleet, as above, Page 28 — 30. 
C2 The 


612) 
The queſtions propoſed above, I aſſure you, 
have been no ſmall difficulties with me : 
And when they are put into the balance 
of ſober reaſoning and true piery, cannot, 
in my opinion, but incline the ſcale ro the 
eſtabliſhed principles and national worſhip. 
—— Education, I very well know, is the 
great lion in the way: We dread the 
thoughts of departing from the track 
chalkt out to us by our fathers and ſchool- 
maſters ; and, having our minds prejudiced 
from our cradles with ancharitable no- 
tions of thoſe, who differ from us in mat» 
ters of Religion; we are determined, nei- 
ther to ſee, nor hear any thing, beyond 
our 0wn chimney corners, leſt our views 
ſhould be inlarged, and our minds ſof- 
tened. | 

THE DISSENTERS pay great reve- 
rence to the Principles of Religion, as 
collected and ſet forth by the Aſſembly of 
Divines at We//minſter, in the Year 1643. 
The diferent Denominations amongſt 
them have their different and diftineniſh- 
ing confeſſions and conſtitutions ; and ma- 
ny, if not every ſeparate congregation, their 
particular articles of faith, and rules of 
diſcipline, — May we be allowed to in- 
quire, Whence theſe things at firſt 2 What 
was their Origin? Who were at the head 
of them? — Shall I be thought too free, 
if I ſhould ſay, That zhis diverſity of 
opinion 


—_— 


( 13 ) 
opinion grew up and eſtabliſhed itſelf un- 
der the covert of many popular diſorders 
and national confuſions? Partly, where 
they are falſe, from perſons of corrupt 
minds; and partly, where they are un- 
neceſſary, from a want of that meekneſs 
and forbearance, which the Chriſtian In- 
ſtitution always injoins 2 -I know, I ſhall 
riſque the cenſure of making a ſacrifice 
of this ſpirit myſelf, ſhould I inſinuate, 
That, in ſome of theſe caſes, at leaſt, 
there was much /ove of pre - eminence 
among particular perſons; an intermixture 
of much ſpiritualtpride (o), together with 
their elevation of knowledge, if ſuch, pre- 
vailing at thoſe times,—But this is not all: 
The right to private judgment has been al- 
lowed them: But where this private judg- 
ment divides itſelf into different parties, 
and takes different extremes; how ſhall we 
know, which is right 2 Where we may fix 
to ſecure abſolute certainty and zruth ? 
Can we promiſe ourſelves any thing of 
this, where contraries obtain? Where op- 
poſition prevails ? Each denomination is 
primitive and orthodox, in their oton opi- 
nion; yet, in ſome things, as diſtant and 
(e) This perfectly agrees with the character given of the 
Hi Separatifts, in Queen Elizabeth's reign, by the Moderate 
Nonw-conformiſts of that day; for Cartroright's account of the 
Browni/ts runs in theſe words: That their Spirits were bit- 


ter above meaſure, and their hearts puſfed up with the 
Leaven of Pride.” See Sti/ling fleet, as above, p 28. 


oppoſite, 


a (14) 
pale as the two poles. Is it not rea- 

onable, that people be conſiſtent with 
themſelves, betore they propoſe them- 
ſelves as ſtandards to others ? I would 
farther obſerve: 'That allowing theſe dif- 
ferent denominations of Chriſtians, par- 
ticularly the cenerable body firſt mention- 
ed, all that Reſpect, which either their 
learning or piety can be ſuppoſed to chal- 
lenge ; Has not the Eſtabliſhment equal, 
if not ſuperior pretenſions on this head ? 
Were our firſt reformers, thoſe particu- 
larly, who were concerned in drawing up 
the Thirty-Nine Articles, and putting to- 
gether the Book of Common Prayer, with 
the other Services of the Church; were 
they men /e/s zealous for that religion, 
which is pure and wundefiled? (p) Leſs 
conſpicuous for all true literature, human 
and divine ? Is it conſidered, that there 
were Princes at their head, truly reli- 
Zious ; approving themſelves real Defend- 
ers of the Chriſtian, reformed faith? Is 
no attention to be paid to them? Their 
judgment in divine things of no weight ? 
Their character in the world and the 
church of no influence ? Not where /a- 
perior light breaks out upon the church. 
— The very thing I am looking after; the 
only conviction I want.— But what are the 


Fan. i. 27. | 8 
advances 


615 

adoances the Aſſembly, at that time, or 
the ſeveral denominations of Diſſent er 
ever ſince ; what are the advances either 
of them has made e Have they given us 
intelligence of any other God? Have they 
been able to conſtitute another Mediator? 
Have they ſtruck out a better method of 
ſalvation e Have they given a juſter ac- 
count of good works ? ſet them in a more 
proper place, or inforced them on better 
principles? In fine, Have they done any 
ONE thing, by which GOD and CHRIST 
may be more exalted, and the fallen, apo- 
ſtate creature more debaſed and humbled ? 
This is the ſum of religion; the oitals of 
Chriſtianity: And if they have made no 
acquiſitions on this ſide, I ſee not, what 
they have to boaſt of,—O, great improve- 
ments, ſay they, in reſpe& of Govern 
ment and Worſhip. Yes, in things, that 
are merely circumſtantial; in things, 
which do not affect the conſtitution of the 
Chriſtian, nor the eſſentials of ſalvation; 
things, which neither make us wiſer in 
fundamental principles, nor ſtricter in 
moral duties —And yet here, I am as 
much bewildered, as ever. For they dif- 
fer ſ@ much in adminiſiring the ſame or- 
dinance, not to ſpeak of leſſer matters, 
that they are reformed, and not reformed ; 
are Diſſenters, and no Diſſenters.— But 
let this one plain queſtion be put home 

ſeriouſly 
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ſeriou/ly to the conſcience : Is there any 
one ceremony or circumſtantial in Reli- 
gion of ſuch conſequence, as to make it a 
man's duty, before God, to break the 
peace ¶ ſociety, diſturb the public order 
of things, and wound the general intereſt 
of Chriſtianity ? I own for myſelf, where 
the eſſentials of religion are preſerved, I 
can ; and think, I ought to commune in 
a national way. And, allowing the Di/- 
ſenters the advantage of all the claims 
they pretend to; I perſuade myſelf, this 
would be more generally the caſe, were 
the direction of the Apoſtle more careful- 
ly attended: We then, that are ſtrong, 
ought to bear the infirmities of the weak. 
and not to pleaſe ourſelves (q). 

IT was, indeed, granted by Brown and 
his adherents, That Separation from a 
church was not juſtifiable, for all blemiſhes 
and corruptions in it, but for ſuch only, 
as overthrew the life and being of a 
church. In anſwer to which the Old 
Nonconformiſts, very wiſely obſerved, 
'That, allowing, there were many and 
great corruptions in the Eftabliſhment, 


yet that they were not ſuch, as ſtruck at 


the eſſence and conſtitution of a Chriſtian 
Church; and therefore could not make 
ſeparation from the Parochial Aſſemblies 


(4) Rom. xv. i. 5 
: either 


(17) 


either neceſſary or lawful. Here the 
Nonconformiſts themſelves become advo- 
cates. / 

FIRST, For the original ſettlement of 
the Church of England, I mean, that 
ſhe is a true church, and rightly gathered. 
True, becauſe incorporated on thoſe prin- 
ciples, which are fundamental in > 
tion; rightly inſtituted, becauſe gathered 
out of the world, by the preaching of 
the word, and adminiſtration of the ſa- 

8 craments; the external means appointed \ 
to this end by GOD himſelf. They inſiſt 
| farther, 

| SECONDLY, That her public worſhip; 
in its ſeveral parts and rituals, is neither 
falſe nor idolatrous. Here they vindicate 
forms of prayer, the faſts and feaſts and 
ceremonies retained in the Church : Ob- 
ſerving, with reſpect to the laſt particular 
[ ceremonies] that what made 7hoſe prac- 
tices ſinful, was the doctrine on which they 
were built in the church of Rome; which 
being taken away by the Reformation, the 
things themſelves are free from that im- 
putation. Again, 

THIRDLY, They contend, that the 
miniſtry and government of the Church 
of England is unjuſtly charged with be- 
ing antichriſtian. Her miniſtry, ſay they, 
cannot be ſuch, becauſe, by the laws of 
the Church, none in that ſervice are al- 
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(18) 
lowed, either to preach falſe dofirine, 
or uſurp authority over the conſciences of 
the people; the tuo characters of Anti- 
chrift. Again, Her government is equal - 
ly clear, becauſe thoſe at the head of the 
Church, are zealous in the defence of the 
fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity: 
And becauſe, notwithſtanding ſeveral 
churches are thrown together under One 
Provincial or Dioceſan Government, yet 
fuch government no way infringes either 
on the office or duty of particular paſtors; 
but is rather neceſſary to the well. being 
of the One, and the faithful diſcharge 
of the Other; eſpecially if the perſons 
charged with this extenſive Commiſſion, 
be conſider'd as Vi ſitors for the King, the 
fountain of all eccleſfaſtical power, under 
CHRIST, as well as civil, within his do- 
minions (r). And then, 

FOURTHLX, 


(r) Here it may be proper to ſubſoin the opinion of Mrz 
David Blondel, concerning the Eprijcopa/ Digmity'in the 
Church, as the learned and pions Archbiſhop US BR aſſures 
us it originally ſtood in his Apolggia pro Hieronymi ſententia. 
He was himſelf a miziſter of the Reformed Church in France, 
and wrote that piece at the earneſt requeſt of the A/embly at 
Weſtminſter ; but by their agents at Paris, thoſe of the Srott 
party eſpecially, was prevailed upon to put out the fol/owing 
paragraph; becauſe, as they urged, it would de marring 
„all the good he had done in his Book, diſappoinring the 
„ expeRation of the Iſemùiy, and ſhewing himſelf an ene- 
„ my, inſtead of a friend to their boly Covenant.” The paſ- 
fage was to this purpoſe : © By all that we have faid to uſ- 
ſert the Rights of Precbytery, we do not intend to invalid 
* the ancient and Apofolical Conflitution of Epiſcipal Prebe- 
*« ninence. But we believe, that whereſoever it is f- 


* 4, 


( 19) 
FOURTHLY, They make it appear, 
That Diſciplius is not wanting in the 
Eſtabliſhed Church. Not only, becauſe 
the preaching of the word, and admini- 
ſtration of the Sacraments is conſtantly 
obſerved; but alfo, becauſe they are found 
in the uſe of admonition, ſuſpenſion, ex- 
communication and making provifion for 
the neceſſities of the poor: Things which 
ought to obtain in all Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies. Nay, what is farther, 
FIFTHLY, Theſe very Non-conformiſis 
aſſert, That tho' there ſhould be imper- 
tettions in the diſcipline and government 
of the Church, provided the Prince at the 
head of it, acknowledge the true dotirine 
of Chriſtianity, © no private perfons are 


« ee, conformably to the ancient Canons, it muſt be care- 
« fully preſerved ; and whereſcever by ſome heat of conten- 
* tian, ot otherwiſe, it hath been put doryn or violated, it 
** ought to be reverently reflored.” See Durell of the Go- 
narumant and Public Worſhip of God in the Reformed 
Churches, c. Page 339, Sc. For the conſequences follow- 
ing the ſuppreſſion of this Order in Eng/and, we may hear 
Salnafus: The abslition of Epiſcopacy, ſays be, was fol- 
* lowed by an berrib/e confuſion and difiurbance of Religion, 
« Seck without number, which before were confind to 
* Hell, and covered with darkneſs, ſuddenly breaking forth 
* on all ſides, by the Gate, which was then opened, to 
„uit, by taking away the fear of Biſheps, by whom they 
« were formerly ſuppreſſed; the which would never have 
« happened, if Bibops had governed the Churches, as they 
K governed them formerly.” He adds: © That being taught 
„ by this Experience, as the laſt Day is Maſter of the former, 
he had changed bis Opinion and pronounced, That Biſheps 
were to be preſerved, eſpecially in England, ſeeing ſo many 
« evils followed after they were operthrown.” In Reſpon- 
fone ad Miltonum, See Durell, as above, P. 297, 25 
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( 20 ) 
© are to break the Unity and Peace of the 
© Faithful, by ſetting up new churches ; 
or take upon them Publick Authority 
© toreform the Diſcipline of the Church, 
© againſt the conſent of the magiſtrate.” 
For which they aſſign this general Reaſon: 
That, “ although it were granted, thoſe 
© parts may be wanting in diſcipline,” 
which might concur © to the beauty, well- 
being, or preſervation of the Church; 
yet is there nothing wanting © that is 
* neceſary to the being thereof; but a 
* True Church may be without them.“ 
And therefore, as Inferences natural trom 
a review of the argument, they expoſtu- 
late in this fervent manner with the Se- 
paratiſts of that age: If then the doc- 
* trine of our Church be ſound, What 
* Warrant have you tocall us Antichriſts? 
If our Paſtors offer to lead you unto 
Salration, through no other Door than 
* CHRIST, How dare you that ſay you 
are CHRIST's, refuſe to be guided by 
* them? If our A emblies be built upon 
that Rock, How can you deny them 
to be True Churches 7 (s) From 
whence then are our Modern Diſſenters 
fallen! Who ſces not that they are grie- 
voully departed from the Chriſtian Tem- 
per and peaceable principles of their Pre- 


(-) Stilling fleet, as above, Page 32 — 47. And 77—88. 
deceſſors ? 
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deceſſors? And that they are but too 
ready to overlook the Concurrence of the 


L Eſtabliſhment with them in the fuuda- 


mental Articles of Faith and Diſcipline, 
and run into party-heat and cauſeleſs di- 
viſions for things comparatively ſuper- 
ficial ? | 

I CAN, by no means, diſengage myſelf 
from this part of the Subject, tho it al- 
ready exceeds, what was at firſt intended ; 
without ſubjoining a general obſervation 


or 7290, Which the reflections above have 


occaſionally brought into view. 

THE One is this: It is, I remember, a 
very favourite objection with the preſent 
Diſenters, That the National Church is 
neither right as to matter, nor form, 
What then is there obnoxious in the mat- 
ter, or ſubjefts of it? The perſons, who 
make this objection, do not ſeem to 
know what the Church of England, in 
fact, is. How ſays the Article on this 
Head ? The viſible Church of CHRIST 
„is a congregation of faithful men.“ 
— But if theſe are not the true 
ſubjefts of CHRIST's ſpiritual Kingdom, 
I know not where we may expect to 
find them,——Again, What aileth the form 
of the Church ? It is evident, from what 
has been ſaid already, That theſe fairhful 
perſons, who are the ſubjects of the Na- 
tional Church, are to be collected out — 

the 


( 22) 
the World by prayer, reading of the Scrap» 
tures,and preaching of the word; and then, 
that they are to be eſtabliſhed, and built 
up in their moſt holy faith; partly, by the 
continunce of the ſame means, and partly 
by the adminiſtration of both Sacraments, 
Baptiſm, and the LORD's Supper. And 
therefore the Article juſtly adds: — © in 
* which the pure word of GOD is preach- 
* ed, and the Sacraments be duly admi- 
* niftred, according to CHRIST's ordi- 
* nance, in all thoſe things, that of ne- 
© cellity are requiſite to the ſame.” —— 
What then would they more @ It had been 
kind in thoſe, who contend for a ſape- 
riority of knowledge in theſe particulars ; 
and, indeed, for what I can yet ſee to the 
contrary, their bounden duty; to have 
continued in the Church, and A iſted their 
brethren. They received their fir/# lig bi 
from her, and therefore, it was but rea- 
ſonable, that what they call an increaſe 
of it, ſhould be employ'd in her favour, 
'This had been to have helpt them for- 
ward in the ways of truth and piety ; 
whereas their diſſeution could ſerve none, 


but the common enemies of the Chriſtian 


Name. 
THE other obſervable take as follows: 


I would fain know of the Diſſenters, who 


object ſo ſtifly to the preſent conſtitution 


of the Church of England, which among 
them, 


(23) 
them, of any denomination, would refuſe 
becoming National and Eſtabliſhed? In 
ſhort, Which of them would not think it 
for the advantage, as well as honour of 
Chriſtianity to be ſo? Which of them 
would not applaud that Prince who might 
be at their head, for his laudable Zeal; 
in giving their Articles of faith, and mo- 
del of diſcipline, the preterence to the 
others ? Nay, verily, in ſuch a ſituation 
as this, Which of them would not think 
they had a right to all the temporal emo- 
Iuments.and | £4 wang dignities, their So- 
vereign could beſtow on them? And yet 
were a ſcheme of this ſort to take place, 
who ſees not, that their brethren of the 
neglected denominations, would have the 
ſame reaſons of exclaiming againſt parti- 
ality and preſcription, as any, or all of 
them may imagine they now have againſt 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment ? What then is 


the upſhot ? That unleſs we can all unite 


under the general character of reformed 
Chriſtians (which, I apprehend, ſhould 
be the only diſtinguiſbing character a- 
mong us) ſome will be ſtill diſappointed; 
ſome ſtill think themſelves aggrieved : 
merely, if this reaſoning be juſt, becauſe 
they are not the governing ſect, or have 
not the ſanction of public authority on 
their ſide. Our diſſention then is purely 
a matter of partiality, or ſelfualue? And 

Ant- 
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uniformity in faith and worſhip, then only 
a fault, when it does not happen to favour 
our own Syſtem ? — But ſince, as things 
are circumſtanced at preſent, it muſt be 
ſo, for the general good, that ſome ſet of 
principles, and form of diſcipline be pub- 
licly avowed : the hardſhip on the other 
fide is only this (no infringment being made 
either on property or private judgement) 
That thoſe who diſſent, will be obliged 
to the more frequent uſe of thoſe extra- 
ordinary talents (eſpecially the great vir- 
tues of Chriſtian humility and forbear- 
ance) Which, as it may happen, they may 
be tempted to think they poſſeſs above 
their Neighbours. 

BUT I go on now, to what I princi- 
pally deſigned in this undertaking, —— 
and, for as much as it is imagined, that 
even thoſe leſſer matters, thoſe circum- 
ftantials (in which the controverſy be- 
tween the Church and Diflenters wholly 
centers) are of that ſacred nature, and 
come recommended with that i#noio/able 
obligation upon the conſcience ; that they 
miniſter iuſt occaſion of ſeparation : I am 
willing, for my own ſatisfattion, and 
ſhould rejoice, might it alſo prove to 
theirs ; to go over a few of the moſt po- 
pular matters in diſpute between them : 
Nor pretending to a formal diſcuſſion of 
the argument, which has already _ 

one 
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done by others, the Greateſt Divines ; but 
only ſuch general, curſory reflections (ex- 
cept where I may think it neceſſary to 
borrow 4 page or twwo from them) as have 
turned upon my own mind, as I have occa- 


ſionally laid out my thoughts on the Sub- 
jet. And, firſt, 


Of the COMMON PRAYER: 
AND here we may venture to ſay, 


without giving any offence, that as to the 


Common Prayer itſelf, it is a judicious, 
ſcriptural compoſition ; of great compaſs 
and variety; very ſerious, affettionate and 


fercent. For thoſe, who object to it, let 


it be obſerved, 


Firſt, That the Diſſenters cannot but 
know, there are, among their own mini- 


fters, who have not only given inſtructi- 


ons for this part of devotion ; but who 
have alſo publiſhed a collection of forms 
to be uſed by the heads of families. OF 
the former ſort is Dr. J/atts, who has 
wrote a book, containing directions how 
every Chriſtian may attain the gift, the 
grace and the ſpirit of prayer. And of the 
latter ſort is Mr. Bourne of Birmingham. 
Beſides different compoſures for the 


uſe of Children. 

Secondly, They muſt excuſe me on this 
head, if I put them in mind, of what 1 
know to be fact, namely: That ſeceral of 

E their 
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their miniſters of all denominations, at 
leaſt upon extraordinary occaſions, ſuch 
as public faſts and ordinations; make no 
ſcruple of ufing actual forms of prayer; 
that is compoſing and committing them to 
memory. — And I very much queſtion, 
whether there be a judicious perſon a- 
mong them, of any denomination, but 
what allows of preparatory meditation, 
by which to ſettle his method, collect his 
general heads, and, as far as may be, ſe- 
cure his expreſſion. And how much is this 
ſhort of a rm? Again, 

Thirdly, Let me ask the more conſide- 
rate among them, Whether they would 
not have thought it more to the general 
credit of religion, as well as been better 
pleaſed themſelves, had their miniſter 
uſed a form, inſtead of ſome crude, ex- 
tempore effuſions ?—l have known, when 


' . a whole congregation has been put to the 


bluſh on this head, And I cannot but 
think, we owe that decency to our hear- 
ers, as well as that reverence to the Al- 
mighty : 'That as, on the one account, at 
leaſt; our words ought tobe fixzw; (s) ſo, 
on the other, ought they to be well cho- 
ſen. To what purpoſe are the many diſ- 
tant, rambling expreſſions, which are of 
ten thrown out upon this occalion, unleſs 
it be to affront good ſenſe, and bring an 

odium 

(-) Fed. v. 2. 
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odium on one of the moſt ſolemn parts of 
religious worſhip ? 
OBJECTION 

THE FIRST. THE principal ob- 
jection, that I have ever met with, or 
that ever can, I believe, be advanced 4- 
gainſt forms of prayer, is taken from what 
the Apoſtle ſays in the Romans: Like- 
wiſe the ſpirit alſo helpeth our infirmi- 
ties : for we know not what we ſhould 
pray for as we ought : but the Spirit itſelf 
maketh interceſſion for us with gronings 
which cannot be uttered. And he that 
ſearcheth the hearts, knoweth, what is 
the mind of the Spirit, becauſe he maketh 
interceſſiun for the Saints, according to 
the Will of God u). From hence it is 
preſumed, that firms if prayer are abſo- 
lutely unlawful, not only becauſe it is 


| ſaid, Ve know not, what we ſhould pray 


for as wwe ought ; but alſo, that the ſpirit 
helpeth our infirmities, —and maketh in- 
rerceſſion for 1s. — It is far from being a 
— with me, to allow that the chil- 
dren of God have been, and ſometimes 
are, in the diſcharge of this duty, under 
a divine influence, I can eaſily believe, 
that the Spirit of God can, and does in- 
large their views, exalt their ideas, and 
— words into their mouths. Neverthe- 

eſs, I have two difficulties on the place, 

| (u) C5. viii 26, 27. 
E 2 FIRST, 
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FIRST, Whether the meaning of St: 
Paul in this text, is abſolutely confined 
to theſe- ſpiritual diftates; that is to ſay, 
Whether when he ſpeaks of the {pirir's 
helping our infirmities, and making in- 
terceſſiun for us, he is to be underſtood of 
vocal prayer; and we are never to pray 
(excluding a form) outwardly and audib- 
{y, but upon a preſumption of ſuch inter- 
nal inſtructions and influences ? I rather 
think the contrary : Becauſe he not only 
ſpeaks of his mating tinterceſſiun for the 
ſaints, but ſeems to me to confine it to 
the heart; ſaying, not only in the 27th 
verſe, he that ſearcheth the hearts, knows 
eth, what is the mind of the ſpirit : (fo 
going to the Heart to know their breath- 
ings and requeſts) But telling us in the 
26, that his interceſſion is with groans 
or ſighs, that cannot be uttered. So then 
the interceſſin does not fo immediately 
(or however, docs not only) reſpe& the 
outward expreſſion; but rather the in- 
ward motions and deſires of the mind; 
that inlareement and elevation, which 
Cannit be expreſſed. But if it regards thoſe 
gronings, which a child of God feels in 
ſending up his vows to the Lord; zhoſe 
£roans and abs, the ſame expanſion 
and fervor, may attend the uſe of a 
form, as well as extempore effuſion, 
It will be ſaid, that out of tbe 
abun- 


en 
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abundance of the heart, the mouth ſpeak- 
eth (x), and therefore, if the Heart be 
thus inlarged and influenced, a flow of 
expreſſion will be the conſequence. It is 
in general true : Yet the text cvidently 
ſpeaks of thoſe gronings which cannit be 
uttered.— Again, The uſe of he form, 
for asmuch as it is known, that the heart 
may be equally warmed and elevated in 
that way ; by no means excludes ſuch fer- 
vent excurſions. Why cannot a believer, 
in private, at leaſt; under ſuch a dicine 
impulſe, indulge an holy impetuofity of 
ſoul, a noble liberty of er making 
pious additions to his form; as in the 
other caſe, where there is none? — Far- 
ther, It may not, perhaps, be altogether 
impertinent to obſerve here: That tho' 
the Spirit of God is the [ame now, that 
he was in the days of the Apoſtles, and 
therefore can operate in the ſame way up- 
on the minds of his children ; yet that the 
church does not ſhare the ſame meaſure 
of extraordinary gifts and grace, which 
was common in the times of the Apoſtles : 
So that both meditation, and forms ſeem 
to ſtand on a different foot, in ſome ſort 
recommended to us from neceſſity. My 
other difficulty is, 

SECONDLY, Whether, notwithſtand- 


ing what has been allowed above, we are 
not 


(x) Matth. xii. 34. 
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not very often impoſed upon, in this par- 
ticular, by our own paſſions ? True, the 
text ſays, we know not what to pray for, 
as we ought ; but then do not Chriftians 
ſometimes miſtake the mere working of 
common Affection for the ſupernatural in- 
Fuences of the ſpirit of God? I know it 
to have been the caſe; Where Perſons 
have run forward, expatiating on a por- 
tion of ſcripture (the 2323 of which 
ought to be conſidered) while in prayer, 
warmed in themſelves, and ooluble in ex- 
preſſion; at the ſame time, that they have 
been ſo far from being under a divine in- 
ux, that they have abſolutely miſtooł the 
deſign of the HOLY GHOST in the text. 
So that it is not for every one, upon this 
preſumption, to indulge himſelf the li- 
berty of extempore prayer, eſpecially in 
public : Becauſe, tho' that GOD, who 
ſearcheth the hearts, knoweth, what is 
the mind of the ſpirit ; the real breathings 
of his ſpirit in the ſoul, and will andonbt= 
edly hear and anſwer them ; yet as we 
are liable to deception in this particular, 
and may both abuſe ourſelves, and im- 
poſe on thoſe, who join with us; caution 
is certainly required. There ſeems to be 
a neceſſity for pre- meditation, at leaſt ; 
and when that is managed to any good 
purpoſe, it comes little ſhort of a pre- 


ſcribed form, as was intimated — E 
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IT will be obſerved, That, in what 
has been hitherto advanced, I have con- 
fined myſelf to the popular prejudices of 
the day, or to that ier of the text, which 
generally obtains with the Dilſenters of 
our time : But to ſet their reaſonings from 
it tntirely aſide, I ſhall here ſubjoin the 
ingenious obſervations of a learned Friend, 
perfectly acquainted with the ſentiments 
of the primitive Chriſtian writers; as 
giving us the beſt light into the genuine 
ſenſe of this ſcripture, and cloſing this 
part of the argument with the greateſt 
propriety and force. His words are theſe, 
* It is, really, unqueſtionable, that our 
& modern Diſſenters entirely miſapply 
© this paſſage of the Apoſtle for want of 
* underſtanding it. St. Paul, when he 
* er wy know not W 2 We 
01 ay for as we ought, ſpeaks not 

” 5 the = of Prayers, but Es mat- 
« zer of them; not how we ſhould 
* pray, but what we ſhould pray for. 
& And his words relate particularly to 
© the ſtate of things in his time, not to 
that of ll times in general. He was 
< animating the Chriſtians to Patience, 
* and eaſe of mind under preſent tribula- 
* tions, and longings for the bleſſed Inhe- 
* ritance and Glory to come; as may be 
“ ſeen in verſes 18, 22,—25. And wheres 
= as ſome Chriſtians would have prayed 
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for God's Protection of them from per- 


ſecutions and troubles, and their ſpeedy 
Admittance to what he calls their 
Redemption (v. 23.) or State of Bliſs ; 
the Apoſtle checks this impatience, by 
telling them, that they in their Pray- 
ers concerning the Church, at that ſea- 
ſon, mult be guided by the Spirit, not 
by their private Notions of things: 
common Chriſtians not knowing, what 
was proper to be ask'd of God in point 
of Temporals, or what, of this kind, 
was then expedient for the Church, and 
what not, But the Spirit, meaning 
an extraordinary gift of it in thoſe 
times, would help their infirmi- 
ties ; that is, would both ſupport them 
in their preſent Afiittions, (as al 
often ſignifies, See Cror. in loc.) and 
would reveal, what the Church ſhould 
pray for; as it had done already in 
many inſtances to particular perſons 


with a full Poſſeſſion of their ſouls, ex- 


preſſed by the greateſt Ardour and 
evalu zAzAnlois. So all the antient 


* expolitors interpret St. Paul in this 


place, ſuch as Chry/oftom, Oecumentus, 
'T heodoret and T heophylatt among the 
Creeks ; with Hilary the Deacon, and 
an anonymous Contemporary of his 
(under the name of Ferom) among the 
Latins. Who aſſures us, from an hiſto- 
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& ical knowledee, that one of the ſuper- 
« natural gifts in the primitive times, 
© was that wrevuc es, which directed 
* the Chriſtians in Prayers, by the ſtrong- 
& eſt manifeſtations of itſelf; and had 
© ceaſed gradually with other miraculous 
* Powers. Chryſoſtom, in particular, ſpeaks 
thus: The expreſſion 1s obſcure ; for 
«© which this reaſon is to be given, that 
* the many miraculous operations, which 
* prevailed in thoſe days, are now ceaſ- 
* ed. It is neceſſary therefore, that we 
* be acquainted with the ſituation of 
things at that time. — It pleaſed God, 
* 70 confer different gifts n thoſe, who 
© were baptized, even ſuch as were call- 
* ed ſpiritual. —[n this variety, the gift 
© of prayer was one, which was alſo 
* termed the ſpirit itſelf : Aud it war the 
* buſineſs of the perſon, who obtained this 
gift, to employ it in the ſervice of the 
* e church ( 5). So that the paſlage 
* is plainly not applicable, properly, to 
& Jater times, like ours; nor had the an- 
* tient Chriſtians any notions from hence 


* againſt Forms of Prayer. 


La, 


(y) *Avagis vd denuirey ict 79 word FS q'rs Nu 
dabud roy era vor. J dvoſiniy did ayer u 
\ / 7 . — — 1 bh - 
TI Torts xd|d5aciy,—didgops a40t TH THT: BITC ic 
bids yaeiopadle 53%, d J nai mrivudaliud HANG TY was 
g TW Toy dvd nv xa U, XA,ꝰ] , à Kal j 
ave0ua txiſem, xai d N ap Ty aides. wail» 

xen, In Rom, viii. Hom xiv. 


* FARs 


(34 ) 


FARTHER, That I may not be charg- 
ed with want of regard to thoſe, who 
object againſt forms of prayer: Let me in- 
treat them to compare, what they ad- 
vance on this head, with their n con- 
duct, particularly, in the inſtance of com- 
poſition: And when this is done, let them 
judge, how conſiſtent they are with them- 
ſelves, and with what propriety they raife 
the Oljection. 

ADD to this, that the extempore peti- 
tions of Diſſenting miniſters are no other 
than forms to their congregations : Since 
the hearers only pray over their words. — 
Nay more, Whether they pre-meditate 
and compoſe, or not; as in all common 
caſes, the ſame ſubjetts perpetually re- 
turn, ſo their expreſſion is, in a great 
meaſure, ſettled. *'1 his again is a form, 
a round of matter and words, render'd fa- 
miliar to them by uſe ; without any dif- 
ference from that in the church, except 
that the one is a form written, the other 
a form in the mind. 

OBJECTION 

THE SECOND. 'here is, indeed, 
another Objettion made to the uſe of the 
Common Prayer, but what, I think, has 
very little in it, namely: The concurrence 
of the wwhole congregation in ſome parts of 
this ſervice, not only as making a gener al, 
confuſed noiſe ; but as burizing the pe- 

titions 


(99:3 


titions over with /eſs attention, than the 


ſolemnity of the occaſion calls for. 
For the attnal, audible concurrence of the 
body of the people in ſome parts of reli- 
gious worthip, I cannot but think it an 
advantage ; a beautiful expedient, wiſely 
calculated, as well to ingage them in a 
punitual Attendance on what is before 
them, as to crm and guicken them re- 
ſpectively in the diſcharge of their duty. 
For what is farther ſuggeſted, which 
is a Suſpicion, that this ſpirit of /erronſneſs 
and devotion is wanting; that it appears 
with this view to the objectors: I mult be 
free to ſay, that a my obſervations have 
led me into a contrary concluſion ; except, 
probably, where the younger part of the 
auditory is concerned, and which, for that 
reaſon, is, in a great meaſure, excuſeable. 
hut, for argument's ſake, they ſhall 
ſtand in full poſſeſſion of what is objected 
and, in anſwer to it, we obſerve: That, 
without doubt, /o awful a part of divine 
worſhip ought to be performed with the 
greateſt reverence : But there is no neceſ- 
ſary connection between the want of do- 
votion in others, and my loſing it myſelf. 
I hope I may pray with Seriouſneſs and 
APpettion, tho' others ſhould be ſo far 
wanting to GOD and themſelves, as to 
prove merely formal and careleſs, 


F 2 Ou 


(36) 
OBJtcTION 
THE THIRD. If I thought it worth 


while to take notice of that other ſtale 
objeftion againſt the Common Prayer, I 
mean, That it was extralted from the 
Maſs-Book : I ſhould chooſe to anſwer it 
in the words of Mr. Ball, a more modern 
Nonconformiſt; who having, for ſubſtance, 
allowed the charge, makes his obſerva- 
tions in this manner: © It follows not 
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thence, ſays he, that either it is, or 
was eſtee med by them a deviſed or falſe 
worſhip; for many things contained in 
the Maſs-Book itſelf are good and holy. 
—— Our Service might be picked and 
culled out of the Maſs-Book, and yet 
be free from all fault and tincture, 
from all ſhet and appearance of evil. 
— hut if it be wholly taken out of 
the Maſs-Book, how comes it to have 
thoſe things, which are ſo direftly con- 
trary to the Maſs, that Both cannot 
poſſibly ſtand together 2 Yea, ſo many 
points, ſaith Ball, are there taught 
directly contrary to the foundation of 
Popery, that it is not poſſible Popery 
ſhould ſtand, if they take place. And, 
ſaith he, it is more proper to ſay, the 
Maſs was added to our Common Prayer, 
than that our Common Prayer was 
taken out of the Maſs-Book : for moſt 


things in our Common Prayer, were to 


ce be 


. 


be found in the Liturgies of the 
“ Church, long before the Maſs was heard 
ce of in the world (2). 


Of the COMMUNION, or Sacrament of 
the LORD's SUPPER. 


THERE are to objettions againſt the 
National Church on this head: The one 
relative to the Perſons, who communi- 
cate ; the other concerning the Manner 
of reception. 

FIRST. AS to the Perſons, who com- 
municate ; they urge that the ordinance 
lies in common, to the vicious, as well as 
the holy: that the worſt are under no 
reſtriction in this particular; but may 
come to the table with the ſame freedom 
and authority, as the beſt. Here let it be 
conſidered, 

I. IN the firſt place: That the Diſen- 
ters themſelves have no abſolute Security 
againſt impoſition in this caſe. 'The wick- 
ed among them may, and do intrude on 
this ſacred myſtery.— No, ſay the Diſen- 
ters, they cannot; at leaſt, ſo readily : 
Becauſe we require an explicit confeſſion 
from their own mouths of their faith in 
the Redeemer. —— I anſwer, the form 
here is different among them: In ſome a 


(z) Stilling flett, as above, Page 41. 
bare 
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bare application to the Miniſter is ſuffici- 
ent; in others, indeed, a more public ex- 
plication. Allowing the precaution com- 
mendable, there is ſomething analogus to 
it in the Eſtabliſhment, where the perſon 
deſigning to receive, is required to give 
previous notice of it to the Paſtor or Cu- 
rate. The words are theſe: $9 many as 
intend to be partakers of the holy Commus- 
nion, ſhall ſigniſy their Names to the Cu- 
rate at leaſt ſome time the day before (a). 
Nor ſo only: But as the teſtimony of 
a lively faith in our common Saviour, and 
a /incere attachment to all the great doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity ; © thoſe, who in- 
* tend to communicate, have joined pub- 
* licly in the Prayers and Creeds of the 
Church, or are ſuppoſed to have done 
** ſo, before their coming to the Table.“ 

AND for the ect ual excluſion of vi- 
ctous, diſorderly perſons from the Com- 
munion, I do not fee but the Rubric 
makes the ſtronzeſ} and moſt prudent pro- 
©i/ton in what follows: © And if any of 
** thoſe be an open, and notorious cvil- 
liver, or have done any wrong to his 
neighbours by word or deed, fo that 
the congregation be thereby offended ; 
* the Curate, having knowledge thereof, 


cc 
cc 


(a) The Order of the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Sup- 
per, or Holy Communion. : 
| Shall 
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** ſhall call him, and advertiſe him, that 
* in any wiſe he preſume not to come to 
the LORD's Table, until he hath open- 
* ly declared himſelf to have truly re- 
- © pented, and amended his former naugh- 
** ty life, that the congregation may 
thereby be ſatisfied, which were before 
* offended; and that he hath recompenc- 
© ed the parties, to whom he hath done 
* wrong, or at leaſt declare himſelf to 
* be in full purpoſe ſo to do, as ſoon as 
he conveniently may.— The ſame or- 
* der ſhall the Curate uſe with thoſe be- 
* twixt whom he perceiveth malice and 
* hatred to reign ; not ſuffering them to 
* be partakers of tie LORD's Table, un- 
** til he know them to be reconciled (Y). 

THESE precautions notwithſtanding, 
it is impoſſible to be certain, that none but 
believers communicate. 'There have been, 
and will be, deſigning men, in all ages of 
the Church : who ſtudy to deceive, and 
uſe religion only as a cloak for worldly 
intereſt. And this we very well know, 
that the Goſpel, as a net (c), even gathers 
into profeſſion, the bad, as well as the 
good: And that out of the ?2we/re Apoſtles, 
one of them was a decil.— I here is no 
knowing the Heart of any; and one would 
be inclined to hope, in the judgment of 


(5] Ibid, (c) Matth. xiii, 47 — 50. : 
charity, 
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charity, that thoſe, who dare approach 
the Table, were under ſome ſerious im- 
pulſe, ſome godly impreſſions. 

BUT now I am on the head of Fnor- 
mities, ſuch too as are of that deep tinc- 
ture, as to render perſons unfit for the 
holy Communion ; if it were not, that I 
am afraid, I ſhall be thought 700 ſevere, 
I thould be very much inclined, to leave 
this one queſtion with the Diſſenters, 
namely: If they ſuppoſe the wickedneſs 
of the Fleſh to prevail moſt with the mem- 
bers of the National Church; who, do 
they think, has the be/? title to that, 
which is properly called the wickedneſs 
of the Spirit (d). I go on, 

II. FOR as much as we are anſwer- 
ing Ohbjections, and taking a comparative 
view of things, I hope juſtice to my ſub- 
jet will never be imputed to me as a 
fault, and therefore I take the farther li- 
berty of asking: Know not the D#ſenters 
what partiality there is among themſelves 
in this very particular ? How readily they 
ſhut their eyes againſt the diſorderly com- 
municant, who happens to be rich in this 
world? Where then is that reſentment 
againſt fin ? That zeal for the purity of 
God's houſe, which they would be thought 
to cultivate above others ? It is allowed, 


(4) 2 Cor. vii. 1. 


their 


(41) 
their admiſſion of what is irregular, is 
no excuſe for the /ike error among others; 
But if they are no better than their neig h- 
bours, why do they yet find fault? How- 
ever, 

III. ADMITTING the objection in it's 
Full ſtrength, That unworthy perſons do, 
and will communicate, What is the in- 
convenience to the pious recipient 2 He, I 
hope, is not involved under the other's 
guilt ? Nor obſtrutted (however, need not 
be) in the beneficial Participation of the 
Supper 2—1 know it is a common, but I 
really think, a weak Practice, among the 
members of the ſame diſſenting congrega- 
tion, to withdraz from the Supper them- 
ſelves, becauſe this, and another brother 
or ſiſter may happen to be preſent, to 
whoſe conduit they may have got ſome 
private, and perſonal exceptions. And 
why ſo? The failures of my neighbour are 
chargeable only upon himſelf, and can 
neither invalidate my duty, infect my per- 
ſon, nor render my Service leſs acceptable 
to the Almighty. For what reaſon ſhould 
I hurt myſelf to teſtify my reſentment a- 
gainſt another? If this were neceſſary, 
there is, however, another manner and 
place for it, ſuppoſing my objettions ever 
ſo material,—Be it ſo then, that others 
preſume to partake with me in the ſacred 
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ordinance of the Supper, that I cannot 
ſuppoſe have any right to it (tho that, 
in ta&, is a Secret to me; ſince I know not 
the izward decoction of the mind at that 
time; in what manner it may have pleaſed 
the LORD to have diſpoſed it ; but ad- 
mitting thoſe partake with me, who are 
abſclately nnworthy) methinks, it ſhould 
not only be an inrentioe to ynicken 
my devotion, and elevate my Soul in 

thankfulneſs to that grace, which hath 
kept me; but alſo mel/r me into compaſſion 
and fenderneſs for thoſe, who poſſeſs. the 
ſame nature, and therefore have the ſame 
immortal ſpirit with myſelf, that muſt be 
eternally happy, or miſerable, Once 
more, 

IV. LET it be remembred, in what an 
acmful manner the National Church de- 
horts from the unworthy reception of the 
Supper. The words which I more par- 
ticularly refer to, are theſe: © Examine 
your lives and converſations by the rule 
© of God's commandments ; and wherein 
© ſoever you ſhall perccive yourſelves to 
© have offended, either by will, word or 
% deed, there bewail your own ſinfulneſs, 
© and confeſs yourſelves to Almighty God, 
e with full purpoſe of amendment of life. 
« And if you thall perceive your offences 
© to be ſuch as are not only I 

: but 
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* but alſo againſt your neighbours, then 
fe ye ſhall reconcile yourſelves unto them, 


* being ready to make reſtitution and ſa- 
tisfaction, according to the uttermoſt 
** of your power, for all injuries and 
* wrongs done by you to any other, and 
being likewiſe ready to forgive others, 
** that have offended you, as ye would 
have forgiveneſs of your offences at 
God's hands: for otherwiſe the receiv- 
sing of the holy Communion doth no- 
* thing elſe but increaſe your damnation. 
Therefore, if any of you be a blaſphemer 
„of God, a hinderer, or ſlanderer of his 
ce word, an adulterer, or be in any ma- 
* lice or envy, or in any other grievous 
crime; repent you of your fins, or elſe 
* come not to that holy Table, left after 
* the taking of that holy Sacrament, the 
* Devil cater into you, as he entred into 
* Zudas, and fill you full of all iniqui- 
* ties, and bring you to deſtruction both 
< of body and ſoul (4). Rs, 
AND again, in another part of the of- 
fice: © Dearly beloved in the Lord, ye 
* that mind to come to the holy Com- 
* munion of the body and blood of our 
*© Saviour Chriſt, muſt conſider how St. 
* Paul exhorteth all Perſons diligently 


%) Common Prayer, Service for the Communion, 
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eto try and examine themſelves, before 
they preſume to eat of that bread, and 
* drink of that cup. For as the benefit 
is great, if with a true penitent heart 
and lively faith we receive that holy 
* Sacrament ; ſo is the danger great, if 
* we receive the ſame unworthily. For 
then we are guilty of the body and 
* blood of Chriſt our Saviour; we eat 
© and drink our own damnation, not con- 
e {idering the Lord's body; we kindle 
* God's wrath againſt us; we provoke 
* him to plague us with divers diſeaſes, 
and ſundry kinds of death. Judge 
therefore yourſelves, brethren, that ye 
** be not judged of the Lord; repent you 
truly of your fins paſt ; have a live- 
* ly and ſtedfaſt faith in Chriſt our Savi- 
our; amend your lives, and be in per- 
* fe& charity with all men, ſo ſhall ye 
* be meet partakers of thoſe holy my- 
* ſteries,” 

NOTHING can be urged upon the con- 
ſcience of the hearer with greater ſolem- 
nity and fervour. Nothing can be better 
adapted in itſelf, to awaken conviction, 
and ffrike terror into the hearts of the 
wicked. The real Chriſtian wants no in- 
couragement to communion, while the vi- 
cious perſon meets with every thing that 
1779 deter him from it. — But this is 200 

| | much 


645) 


much the fault of the Diſſenters, That 
they conſult only one fide of the queſtiin; 
that they will not allow themſelves to loyk 
into the Service of the Church : but by 
ſetting every thing down as wrong be- 
cauſe it varies from their form, they con- 
demn matters in the I ump. Bur ther 

SECONDLY, As to u hat concerns the 
manner of recepticn. — The D ſſonters 
object againſt receiving the Supper on Heir 
knees. 

I. BUT a little refleftion and temper, 
would readily reconcile them to this. Do 
they conſider, that no religious ſtreſs is 
laid on this poſture ; but that it is purely a 
matter of convenience, as the Table is or- 
dered in Churches (e. Again, 

I AM obliged to charge them as above, 
namely, with ignorance and prejudice in 
this Article, merely becauſe they will not 
conſult, what is ſaid to it in the Common 
Prayer, with this prudent, godly view, 
to obviate the ſcruples of the tender and 
conſcientious. The words are theſe : 
** Whereas it is ordained in this Office for 
* the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Sup- 
e per, that the Communicants ſhould re- 
* ceive the ſame In ing (which Order 


(e) For the reaſon of this ſituation, Durell will abundant- 
ly ſatisfy the learned reader, Vindic. Eccleſ. Anglican. Cap. 
xxi, p,223, & ſequent. 
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is well meant, for a ſignification of 
our humble and grateful acknowledg- 
ment of the benefits of Chriſt, therein 
given to all worthy receivers, and for 
the avoiding of ſuch Profanation, and 
Diſorder in the Holy Communion, as 
might otherwiſe enſue) Yet, leſt the 
ſame Kneeling ſhould by any perſons, 
either out of ignorance and infirmity, 
or out of malice and obſtinacy, be miſ- 
conſtrued and depraved ; it is here de- 
clared, That thereby no Adoration is 
intended, or ought to be done, either 
unto the Sacramental Bread or Wine 
there bodily received, or unto any 
Corporal Preſence of Chriſt's Natural 
Fleſh and Blood. For the Sacramental 


Bread and Wine remain ſtill in their 


very Natural Subſtances, and therefore 
may not be adored; (for that were 
Idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful 


& Chriſtians) and the Natural Body and 
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Blood of our Saviour Chriſt are in Hea- 
ven, and not here: It being againſt the 
truth of Chriſt's Natural Body, to be 
at one time in more places than one (5. 


Once more, 


HI. WHAT has been hitherto offered 


on this ſubject, is a ſpecimen of the ten- 


(f) Common Prayer, as above. 
derneſs 
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derneſs of our firſt Reformers ; that the 

might prevent giving gffence by this pol. 
ture at the Communion. Let me now be 
ſo free with the Reader, as to ſhew him 
the liberty and right, which the Eſtabliſh» 
ment has for being peremptory in this 
inſtitution, I promiſe my ſelf ſucceſs 
here, by obſerving, that the Church of 
England takes no more upon herſelf in 
this circumſtance, than the other foreign, 
reformed Churches: Theſe ask no one's 
leave, to judge for themſelves in mere ri- 
tuals; and therefore give into different 
* in the reception of the Supper : 
ing, nevertheleſs, at the ſame time, re- 
gular and conſiſtent with themſelves, in 
that they keep to one, and the ſame form 
in their reſpective Communities, The Gal 
lican Church, as well as that of Geneva, 
to which moſt of the Germanic and Hel- 
vetic Churches are to be added; receive 
it fanding. The Churches of Holland 
partake, in ſome places ffanding, in others 
fitting. For thoſe in Sweden, Denmark 
and Norway, as well as moſt, if not all, 
the Churches in Saxony; together with 
theſe of the Auguſtan Confeſſion; and Bo- 
hemian Brethren; to which we might 
ſubjoin the reformed Church at Veſel on 
the Rhine, and others that way, under 
the Elector of Brandenbourgh: not _ of 
them 


( 48 ) 

them but receive theSupper on their knees. 

) ——— Suffer me then to ask, Has the 
Church of ENGLAND leſs authority in 
this particular, than thoſe others of the 
Reformation, who give her the right hand 
of fellowſhip ? Or are our Neighbours on- 
ly to be provident of the peace of their 
Communities, and the uniform admini- 
ftration of this Sacrament; and thoſe in 
our own nation, at the head of Spiritual 
affairs, to be diſcharged that duty, or a- 
bridg'd that privilege ? | 

I MIGHT; indeed, take the farther 
liberty of asking, on this occaſion: The 
Engliſh ejetied miniſters, of whom ſome 
went abroad, did they, on the ſcore of 
pure yh exclude themſelves the ſa- 
cred function in thoſeReformed Churches, 
or did they not? If the former were the 
caſe, it is evident heir difficulties were 
ſtill the ſame ; and conſequently, that the 
foreign reformed Churches ſtood upon no 
better foot with them, than the Britih. 


g) Vide Darell. ubi ſupra, Cap. xxii. p. 235. & ſequent. 
Our Author, in this chapter, by Examples or Teſtimonies, 
from the particular Churches mentioned above, eſtabliſhes 
the truth of what is here aſſerted, and the conc/ufion natural 
from it. He alſo informs us: ** That as to the Greek 
« Churches, and the reſt in the EA, they communicate 
* fanding ; while the Wifern Churches receive it on their 
* knees : And this from the earlieſt times; in ſo much that 
* there is not a Word ſaid of f/ting at the Lord's Supper a- 
„ mong the ancient or primitive Chriſtians.” 


If 
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If they embraced their communion and 
ſervice, as it is certain, ſome, if not 404 
of them, did; how are we to account 
for their being Separati/ts at home, and 
Conformiſts abroad? Either they muſt con- 
tinue equally riggid on this point, the con- 
trary to which is fact; or they muſt be- 
lieve, that a mere ritual might be ſafely 
complied with, where the mot valuable 
ends were to be ſecured. And the truth 
is, There are none, in the exerciſe of a 
Chriſtian Spirit who would not ſubmit 
to a tated form, in itſelf purely indiffer- 
ent; rather than diſturb he order of the 
Church, ſow dliſſention among the Officers 
of it, and throw a ſtumbling-block in the 
e weaker Chriftians.—lt is poflible 
the judgment of the great Calvin, in the 
article of Ceremonies; may have it's uſe 
in this place; and therefore as a cloſe to 
the head, I ſhall here tranſcribe it : 
© Since the manners and diſpoſitions of 
«© of men are not only ſo different and va- 
© rious; but they often take ſuch con- 
«© trary parts in opinion and judgment; 
© it is equally impoſſible, either that any 
* polity thould ſubſiſt, without being for- 
te tified by certain laws; or that any one 
© rite ſhould be inviolably preſerved, un- 
© leſs it has the ſanction of ſome certain 


© eftabliſhed * And for thoſe laws, 


Lay 


* which 
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* which conduce to ſuch valuable pur- 
** poſes; I am ſo far from thinking, they 
are to be condemned, that take them 
c but away, Iam very certain, you cut 
* the nerves of the Church, Rice her 
* beauty, and throw every thing into con- 
* fuſion. Neither can it be, that we ſe» 
cure what St. Paul expects, namely, 
That all things be done decently and in 
* order; unleſs thoſe regulations be ap- 
pointed, which may ſerve as ſo many 
* barriers, for the preſervation of zhat 
& decency and order (b).” 

IV. LASTLY. Where ſhall we find 
an uniformity of all circumſtances in the 
adminiſtration of the Supper, even among 
the Difſenters themſelves 2 Do not ſome 
give it in the Morning, others in the A 
ternoon? If the poſture for reception is 
inviolably ſacred, unalterably fixt, why 
not the time alſo? Nay verily, why not 
all the other circumſtances obſerved by 
Chriſt himſelf in it's celebration az firſt ? 


C 
cc 


() Cum in hominum moribus tanta infit diverſitas, tanta 
in animis varietas, tanta in judiciis, ingeniiſque pugna; ne- 
que politia ulla ſatis firma eſt, niſi certis legibus conſtitura ; 
nec fine lata quadam forma ſervari ritus quiſquam poteſt : 
huc quz conducunt leges, tantum abeſt ut damnem, ut iis 
ablatis, diſſolvi ſuis nervis Ecclefias, totaſque deformari ac 
diſſipari contendam. Neque enim habere poteſt quod Paulus 
exigit, ut decenter omnia & ſecundum ordinem fiant, niſi 
additis obſervationibus, tanquam vinculis quibuſdam, ordo ip/e 
& decorun conſiſtat, &c. Calvin. Inſt, 1, tv, c. 16, laudante 
Durello Vindic, p. 236. | 

But 


1 
But © other circumſtances (that I may 
oblige the Reader with a ſecond inſertion 
from that accurate Obſerver mention'd 
above, other circumſtances) “ ſeem to im- 
* Fly, that our Lord fat at his laſt Sup- 
* per: And this is taken for granted com- 
* monly among the Diſſenters, and even 
* their Divines. Whereas it is far the 
* moſt probable, that He with the Apoſtles 
* obſerved the reclining poſture, like the 
Romans in a triclinium. And this 
* would beſt explain the account of St. 
John's leaning on our Lord's breaſt in 
that Supper. Accordingly many an- 
* tient tablets in Painting and Moſaic 
* Work, repreſent our Lord in that poſ- 
ture with his Apoſtles; as you may 
learn from the great Sirmond in his. 
Notes on Sidon. Apollinar. Epiſt. xi. lib. 
* 1. So that the Diſſenters conform in 
this point to our Saviour's practice, 10: 
* more than the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
* And, indeed, it is quite unneceſſary to 
* doſo; that being only a local form, 
* as other poſtures may be with us on 
* ſuch occaſions.— Farther, Why is it 
not to be given after a ſtated Supper In 
an upper chamber and the like (i) ? May 

H 2 not 


cc 


(i) See the whole of this argument diſcuſſed with great 
perſpicuity and judgment, by Biſhop Sanderſon, De obliga- 
N tioge 
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not Chriſtian prudence, and the common 
conveniency of things, determine this caſe, 
without making any breach among Chri- 
ſtians, truly temperate and forbearing ? 
lf ſuch a matter of ceremony will juſti- 
ity a Separation, I ſee not but, we may 
run into endleſs divifions, 


Of BAPTISM. 


BEFORE the Diſſenters objeZ to this 
ordinance, as adminiſtred in the Church 
ot England, they would do well to be 
agreed among themſelves in this point 
tor at prefent, taken at large, they difer 
ſo widely, and yet are ſeverally ſo warm 
for their o ſtate of the queſtion, that a 
ſerious enquirer would be at conſiderable 
difficulty to know where to ſettle. For 
FIRST, Some among them intirely re- 
_jett Water Baptiſm, and aſſert that only, 
which is ſpiritual or figurative. 
SECONDLY, Again, Others, moſt 
conſiderable for nuamber, learning, and 
figure, contend for the ſame Subject and 
mode of adminiſtration, with thoſe ad- 


tione Conſcientiz, pag. 66 73. The Biſhop vindi- 
cated againſt Yoerius, and the practice of 4ner/ing farther 7n- 
forced and juſtißed by Durell, p 243. To both which Au- 
thors we may add the very elaborate diiquiſitions of Dr. 
Fellner, in his treatiſe intituled, Libertas Ecclefiaſtica, B. ii. 


p. 470, &c, 8vo, 1677, 
mitted 
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mitted by the Eſtabliſnment. And by 
acknowledging their Children to be in 

Covenant with GOD, inſinuate, I ſup- 
poſe, F conſiſtent with themſelves, that 
they are alſo regenerate or born again.— 
Here then the body of them appear to ſe- 
parate from the National Church With 
out any juſt reaſon from this quarter. 

THIN DL.Y, With regard to others, I 
mean the Anti-paedobaptiſts, who aſſert, 

That adults only are the true Subjects, 
and immerſion or dipping alone the right 
mode of adminiſtration: Can they not 
witneſs for the Church, 

I. THAT, as to the mode, it is grant- 
ed them by the Rubric of the Church ? 
That they allo off, and, at the diſcretion 
of the adminiſtrator #njoin dipping ? The 
order is this: And then naming it after 
them h. c. the Sponſors (if they ſhall certi- 
fo him that the child may well endure it) 
he ſhall dip it in the water diſcreetly and 
warily (k) And then, | 

II. AS to the Subiedt, How many Mini- 
ſters of the Ffablihment have admitted 
adults to the ordinance of Baptiſm on 
their own terms; I mean a confeſſion of 
Faith in our bleſſed Saviour 2—Nay, what 
is more, an indulgence both as to mode 
and /ubjett ; there have been of the Na- 


(#) Common Prayer, Office for Public Baptiſm of Infants. 
x tional 
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tional Clergy, who have adminiſtred Bap- 
#iſm by immerſion to ſuch Chriſtians, as 
have prefered that form. Nor is there 
one among them, that I know of, at this 
day, who either condemns that practice, 
as anti-ſcriptural; or refuſes to perform 
it in that manner, to ſuch adults, as re- 
uire it. 

III. LET it be obſerved, That they 
not only indulze the right of private judg- 
ment to others in this particular; but 
aſſume no more to themſelves, than that 
the admitting infants to this ſacrament, 
and performing it by ſprinkling or pour- 
ing, is not, in itfelf unlawful or ſinful. 
The very thing, which both the Presby- 
terians and Independents contend for a- 
mong the Diſſenters; whoſe miniſtry at 
large, and whoſe communion in many in» 


ſtances, the body of the Anti-paedobap- 


tiſts not only admit, but value. This is 
eſpecially true, with reſpe& to the Inde- 


pendents, and what are called the parti- 


cular Baptiſts. So that, when they object 
this to the National Church, they appear 
not only inconſiſtent with themſelves, but 
uncharitable to their brethren. 

BUT they are all of them very much 
offended, that the Church, in the admi- 
niſtration of this ordinance, makes uſe of 


the ſian of the Croſs. 
ſign of AND 


(55) 


AND why are they offended at this? 
For the ſame reaſon that they fumble at 
ſome other ceremonies, namely: That 
they will not give themſeloes the trouble of 
inform ing their judements, by reading 
what is delivered on this head in the 
Canons, with an intent to prevent miſtakes, 
and ſatisfy the minds of the Scrupu- 
lous. Here it is obſerved : That both tbe 
Apoſtles and the reſt of the Chriſtians, in 


their day, were ſo far from being diſ- 


couraged from t heir Profeſſion by the ig- 
nominy of the Croſs, that they rather re- 


joiced and triumphed in it: That the 


Holy Ghoſt by the mouths of the Apoſtles, 
aid honour the name of the Croſs ſo 
far, that under it he comprehended not 
only Chriſt crucified, but the force, effects 
and merits of his death and paſſion, with 
the reſt: That the honour and dignity of 
the name of the Croſs, begat ſuch a reve- 
rend eſtimation, in the minds Chriſti- 
ans, even in the Apoſtles times; that 
ſhortly after they not only uſed the fien of 
the Crojs, in all their actions; but alſo 
ſigned their children therewith, when 
they were chriſten'd: the one as an out- 
ward ſhew and profeſſion for themſelves, 
when they met with any Jew, that they 
were not aſhamed to acknowledge him for 
their Lord and Saviour, who mu 

| em 
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them upon the Croſs ; the other as a badge 
for their children, both of their being 
dedicated to the Service of Chriſt, and of 
their intereſt in thoſe benefits, which 
in Baptiſm, the name of the Croſs did 
repreſent: That this ſian was held in the 


primitive Church, as well by the Greeks 


as the Latins, with one conſent and great 
applauſe ; and that, if any had oppoſed 
themſelves againſt it, they would certain- 
ly have been cenſured as enemies of the 
name of the Croſs, and conſequently of 
Chriſt's merits : Farther, that notwith- 
ſtanding the /ign of the Croſs was great- 
ly abus'd in the Church of Rome, eſpe- 
cially after the corruption of Popery ; yet 
as it was the purpoſe of the Church of 
England zo for/ake and rejet the Churches 
of Italy, France, Spain, Germany, and the 
like ; in thoſe particular points only, 
wherein they had fallen both from them- 
ſelves in their ancient integrity, and from 
the Apoſiolical Churches, which were 
their Founders So our firſt Reformers 
in the days of King Edward the Sixth, 
ſome of whom afterwards ſuffered Mar- 
tyrdom, and others Exile for the Faith; 
thought fit to retain and defend the uſe 
of the fign of the Croſs, tor this very good 
reaſon, that ſuch uſe of it in Baptiſm 
was ever accompanied here with—ſuf- 
ficient 
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ficient cautions and 1 againſt all 
Popiſh Superſtition and Error, — After 
theſe obſervations it is declared, 1. That 
the Church of England, ſince the abolih- 
ing of Popery, hath ever held and tas ght, 
and ſo doth hold and teach ftill, that the 
ſign of the Croſs us'd in baptiſm, is no port 
of the Subſtance of that Sacrament, And 
again, 2. That the infant baptized is, by 
oirtne of baptiſm, before it be ſigned with 
the ſign of the Croſs, received into the 
congregation f Chriſt's flock, as a perfect 
member thereof, and not by any power 
aſcribed unto the fign of the Croſs, —— 
So that for the very remembrance of the 
Croſs, which is very precious to all them 
that rightly believe in Jeſu Chriſt, and 
in the other reſpetts mentioned, the Church 
of England hath retained ſtill the fign of 
it in Baptiſm: following therein the Pri- 
mitive and Apoſtolical Churches, and ac- 
counting it a lawful outward ceremony 
and honourable Badge, whereby the in- 
fant is dedicated to the Service if him, 
that died upon the Croſs. And then, laſt- 
ly, it ſets forth, That »por thoſe rules of 
doctrine, concerning thing indifferent, 
which are conſonant to the word of Cod, 
and the judements of all the ancient Fa- 
thers, we hold it the part of everyprivate 
man, both Miniſter A other, reverently 

| 10 
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to retain the true uſe of it preſcribed hy 
publick Authority, conſidering that things 
in themſelves indifferent, do in ſome Sort 
alter their natures, when they are either 
commanded or forbiden by a lawful Ma- 
giſtrate, &c. (1). 

I CANNOT but think, that every one, 
who will ſubmit to the dictates of cool 
reaſoning, muſt allow, That the Church 
has herein been as tender of the conſciences 
of others, as ſhe has been jealous of ber 
own Honour. And. I am confident, that 
a little of that meekneſs and charity, 
which is truly Chriſtian, would teach us 
to indulge every ceremony, that appears 
not only well deſigned, but alſo to be 
calculated for ſpiritual purpoſes, 

IF it be ſaid, thoſe who have other 
conditions muſt conform to them. 
By all means. And does the Church of 
England deny them that privitege? No 
verily, but incourages it. And therefore 
I do not ſee, that the Anti- pacdobaptiſti 
themſelves have a whit better plea for 
their diſſenting from the National Church, 
on this head; than their brethren the 
Presbyterians and Independents. For let 


them only wait (as they muſt do among 


CANON the XXX. See farther on this Rite Meat- 
ly's Rational [iluſtration of the Common Prayer, Ch. vii. p. 
370— 37“ 
them- 
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themſelves) till their children are the 
Subjetts of faith and repentance ; and 
Baptiſm, by the conſent, and authority of 
the Eſtabliſhment, ſhall be adminiſtred to 
them in their own way (). 

BUT Ii expect to be told, That what 
has been yet ſaid, is only part f their 
complaint. It is farther matter of great 
offence to them, ¶ hat the Service for Bap- 
tiſm ſpeaks of ſanctiſying the water to 
the mytical waſhing away of ſim: And 
again, That they read in the Catechiſm, 
o the infant's being made a member of 
Chriſt, a child of God, and an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven by virtue of 
Baptiſm : Suppoling the Church to teach, 
in the former caſe, that ſome divine effi- 
ency is communicated to the water, in 
conſequence of the prayers of the Mini- 
ſter; and, in the latter,that they attribute 
that to the external ordinance, which de- 
pends intirely on the renovating influences 
of the HOLY GHOST. 

AS to the firſt of theſe, I anſwer: 
That it merely intends 4 ſacramental 
waſhings away of ſin ; or that the water 
employed in this ſervice, as a Sacrament, 
is an emblem or ſign of this inward and 
ſpiritual grace; namely, the waſhing a- 
way of our ſms by the blood of Chriſt : 


(m) See Möbeat I), as above, p. 365, 366. 
And 
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And that Baptiſm, like other divine or- 
dinances, is an outward inſtituted means 
of conveying this ſpiritual bleſſing. Thus, 
more particularly, when the child comes 
to age, the ſeveral federal acts perform- 
ed ſor him by his Sponſors in Baptiſm, 
may very pertinently be urged upon him, 
as an happy expedient, to impreſs his 
mind with true repentance towards God, 
and a /ively fith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ). Theſe, however are the things 
revreſ-nted to us by Baptiſm, or the ap- 


pl ca ion of the water in it: And not 


that the prayers made uſe of on this oc- 
caſlon, can impart any divine virtue or 
en:r2y to the water; as tho it were to 
operate like a charm upon the ſoul of the 
infant to produce ſupernatural effects. — 
And I am much miſtaken, if this be not 
the ſcriptural account ot the matter, par- 
ticularly where St. Paul repreſents Ana- 
nias as ſaying to him: And now, why 
tarrieſt thou ? Ariſe, and be baptized, 
and waſh away thy fins (o). How? or, in 
what ſenſe 2 Only ſacramentally and em- 
blematically; as his intereſt in the blopd 
of Chriſt, by which his fins were par- 
doned, and the guilt of them removed 


) See Biſhop Burnet on Article 25. p. 266,.— 270, 


compared with Article 27, p. 300. 
( As xii. 16. 
from 
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from his conſcience, was figuratively ex- 
hibited by his ſubmiſſion to this ordinance, 

WITH reſpec to the other part of the 
objection, namely, what concerns the in- 
fant's member/hip in the Chriſtian Church 
and the reft. It is to be underſtood e- 
preſertarively : That he is clothed with 
theſe characters, and inſtated in zheſe 
privileges by proxy; as his Sponſors or 
Sureties make a profeſſion of faith in the 
dofrines of our holy eligion, and claim 
an intereſt in all Chriſtian immunities for 
him. And therefore, it is juſtly obſerved, 
in the latter part of the Catechiſm, that, 
when he comes to age, his Sureties are 
diſcharezed ; that he takes the obligation 
upon himſelf, and by ratifying his bape 
tiſmal vow, in Confirmation, approves 
himſelf in the face of the whole Church, 
a perſon of this religious character, a ſub- 
ject of theſe Holy privileges. 

IN the ſame way are we to underſtand 
that part of the office, which ſpeaks of 
the child's being regenerate or born again 
by Baptiſm, meaning only repreſenta- 
tively, or in a ſacramental ſenſe; as is 
indubitably clear from this conſideration, 
That otherwiſe the e would involve 
more, than is attributed to the ſuppoſed 
cauſe. But this, which is Baptiſm, be- 
ing only ſacramental or myſtical, — 

Other 
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other, of conſequence, muſt be underſtood 
analogous to it. Baptiſm is the mean, 
and not the efficient. And therefore faith 
and repentance, which are the eſſence of 
the Nerv- birth, are only to be promiſed 
in their name, by the Sureties, and not 
to be wrought, either by the Sacrament 
itſelf, or the petitions then uſed. Not 
but this truth is likewiſe confirmed, as 
well by the prayers put up for the child, 
or refering to it; as the ſolemn exhorta*» 
tion given to the Sureties, after Baptiſm 
has been adminiſtred. — 'Tho', indeed, 
were the term to be taken in a ſtritt ſenſe, 
and proper regeneration intended, I do 
not ſee, as was hinted above (p), that it 
would be attributing any virtue to Bap- 
tiſm, ſuperior to what the Presbyterians 
and Independents preſume to claim from 
it. And therefore, as in this light, it 
would effectually preclud- their exceptions 
to communion with the Church, on the 
head of Baptiſm; ſo muſt it, on the other, 
intirely cut off all juft occaſion of ſcandal 
from the Anti-pacdobaptiſts. 

AFTER what has been now ſaid on 
this Subjeft, it may be thought both 
impertinent, and out of method, to re- 
ſume the conſideration of the mode of 
Baptiſm, as adminiſtred in the National 


(p) Page 53, 
Church; 
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Church by ſprinkling or pouring water 
on the face of the child: But probably, 
the few following obſervations may be of 
ſome ſervice, if not to convince, however 
to moderate the minds of thoſe in the 
contrary practice. Wherefore 

FIRST, It is worthy our notice, that 
men, the moſt conſiderable for Piety and 
Learning, have greatly differ d, not on- 
ly as to the meaning of the word gα¹ , 
whether primitive or derivative, augmen- 
tative or diminutive ; but alſo, as to the 

m adminiſtration; particularly, in 
the caſe of Clinic Baptiſm, and others ad- 
miniſtred on extraordinary occaſions (9). 
Again, 

SECONDLY, It is certain, the word 
is uſed in Scripture for waſhing in gene- 
ral, whether performed by dipping, or 
only by pouring of water on the perſon or 
thing GC » Farther, 

THIRDLY, While ſome of the Cler- 
gy of the Church of England perform 
this ordinance by pouring water on 
the face of the child, and others 
by ſprinkling of water only : It is to be 
obſerved, that the Scripture repreſents the 
greateſt ſpiritual bleſſings, even thoſe of 


() See Wheatly, as above, p. 362, 363. 
(r) See Mark vii. 4. Luke Xie 38. and Heb, ix. 10. in the 


Greek. I 
juſti- 
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Juſtification and ſanitification, by the 


ſame terms. Hence, with reſpe&t to the 
one, we read of the Almighty's ſprinkling 
his People with clean water (s), an 
with the blood of the new covenant (t); 
and with reſpec to he other, of his pour- 
ing out his Spirit upon them (u), which 
John the Baptiſt expreſſes by his bapriz- 
ing them with the Holy Ghoſt and with 
fire: (c) So that while this ordinance is uſ- 
ed only as a figure or emblem, and theſe 
great and valuable bleſſings are exhibited 
in Scripture under both theſe forms of ex- 
preſſion; and alſo farther, while the terms 
themſelves are uſed reciprocally and as 
ſynonymous by the ſacred Writers ; one 
would be inclined to think, there ſhould 
be no reaſon for ſuch violent objections to 
the adminiſtration of it, either by ſprink- 
ling or pouring. 

IF it be replied to this, That the 
Church miſtakes the figurative deſign of 
the ordinance, which, according to the 
Anti-paedobaptiſts, is to repreſent the 
death and burial of Chriſt, together with 
our ſpiritual conformity to him in theſe 
particulars, and our intereſt in the glo- 
rious fruits, which ariſe from his death, 


(s) Exek. xxxvi. 25, (u) Foel ii, 28, compared 
(e) Heb. xii. 24. with 4s ii. 17, 
(x) Matth. iii. 11. 


bur tal, 
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burial and reſurrection. I anſwer: That 
it alſo appears, from what was before ob- 
ſerved, concerning St. Pauls account of 
this ordinance from Ananias, that it is 


' likewiſe figurative of the waſhing away 


of our fins ; and yet, great and eminent 
as that privilege is, it is ſet forth to us in 
Scripture by the action of ſprinkling. 
From whence, ſtill conſidering the ordi- 
nance as an emblem of this extent, it ap- 
pears a very natural queſiion: Whether 
immerſion or dipping be ſo much of the 


' eſſence of Baptiſm, as either that the or- 


dinance cannot be performed duly with- 
out that mode; or that the things deſigu- 
ed to be repreſented by it cannot be ſecur- 
ed to the Chriſtian by the other prac- 
tice (Y). . 

IT will nevertheleſs be ſaid, 'There is 
a right and wrong mode of adminiſtra- 
tion: That it was abſolutely fixt in the 
original Inſtitution, — lt is allowed. But 
how are we to arrive at certainty in this 

rticular? Does it not appear to have 
— uſed with great latitude by ſome of 
the primitive Chriſtians ? Is it not evi- 
dently a doubtful queſtion * What has 
puzzled and divided the beſt of men ? And 


(9) How far Afußen, or pouring on water, is expreſiive 
of the end of B. i here — ed for, («© Wheath, abi 
ſupra, p. 362. 
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in which, we are obliged to ſuppoſe, they 
took different ſides, merely from jude- 
ment and conſcience ﬀ*— And where an 
argument is not only attended with ſo 
much difficulty in itſelf; but brings no- 
thing with it eſſential to Salvation; who 
would not rather chuſe, for the general 
intereſt of Religion, to be determined, ſo 
far at leaſt, as communion is concerned, 
by the coice of the Nation, or the Body 
of Chriſtians in 22 than go into 
parties, and gratity the common enemy? 


Of Bowing at the Name of JESUS. 


WHAT ſhould nd any body here? 
Is not JESUS, the Son of GOD, the ob- 
ject of divine worſhip? And can we 100 
often, or by too many ways, expreſs our 
reverence of that Sacred Perſonage ? For 
the objectors are to know, that this ho- 
mage is paid, not to the bare Name, but 
to the Per/on of our Saviour, 

NO but, ſay they, the text ſpeaks of 
a ſpiritual homage ; humility and adora- 
tion of ſoul : tor it ſays, That things in hea- 
Cen, meaning the holy Angels, who have 
no fleſhly knees ; that they ſhall bote at his 
Name, as well as the reaſonable creature 
here on Earth (=). Granted. But is 


(xs) Philip. ii. 10. 


bow- 
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bowing with the bodily knee and the deep- 
eſt veneration of Soul incompatible ? Mult 
the Spirit be wanting, becauſe the body 
is concerned Or rather, may not the ore 
| be aſſiſtant to the other? Would not one 
charitably hope, that the outward homage 
of the body is the conſequence and mark 
of the inward devotion of the mind ? And 
where both unite, as it is certain both ſbould 
(the Chriſtian being to ſerve God with 
his body, as well as his ſpirit) as it is an 
inſtance of the completeſt worſhip ; fo, I 
ſhould think, it cannot want any t hing 
to recommend it. 

WHERE there is no outward geſture of 
this kind (which is the caſe with the Di / 
ſenters)but the congregation either fands, 
as in Prayer and Singing; or fits, as in 
hearing the word; the miniſter cannot 
pretend to promiſe for the inward atten- 
tion and devotion of his hearers. But if, 
where there are u outward ſions of affetti- 
on and reverence, we would incourage 
ourſelves to believe, that they are ſincere 
and zealous in the diſcharge of theſe re- 
er duties to the Almighty; why 

ould either the ſeriouſneſs, or piety of 
thoſe be queſtioned, who, by bowing when 
the Name of JESUS is mentioned, give 
us an external proof of their ſteady 
attention to what is before them 2 What 
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is there either indecent, or unlawful in 
the practice ? 

BUT for thoſe, who would be con- 
vinced, how tbroughly frivolous the ex- 
ceptions on this head are, and how much 
the practice, not only of boming the knee, 
but alſo of uncovering the head, at the 
Name of JESUS, has been approved of, 
and obſerved, by the more antient, as well 
as modern Chriſtians ; let them conſult 
the learned Durell: who in the xix chap. 
of the Book already quoted, has fully diſ- 
cufſed this point, and produced ample 
teſtimonies in its favour . Zanchy and 
Paraeus, Divines of no {mall reputation 
with ſome of the Diſſenters; and alſo 
from Fulco, a ſtrenuous advocate for the 
Reformation. | 


Of the Prieſis BOWING when he ap- 
proaches the Altar or Communion 
Table. 


THEY muſt be very weak, who ima- 
gine, that any adoration is hereby de ſign- 
ed to the materials or furniture of the 
place: That that part, in itſelf, is ſup- 
poſed more holy, than the other diviſions 
of the church. Nothing like it. But as 
it is immediately the Seat of the Com mu- 
nion of the LORD's Supper; is gene 1 

ure 
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ſurrounded with the moft ſummary inſcrip- 
tions of the Chriſtian Faith; and is par- 
ticularly an incloſure,, where the Sacred 
Oracles, and other Holy Utenſils for the 
Communion Service are depoſited: It moſt 
naturally, by this various Spiritual Ap- 

ratus, calls up Holy and reverend appre- 

nſions of that Deity, whom we Nori ip, 
and whoſe Enſignr or Signals theſe are. 

ALL theſe things are, as thy are 
uſed : And as to the pure all things are 
pure (a); ſo to the ungodly and ſuperſti- 
rioufly ſcrupulous nothing is right. 


Of turning towards the EAST, when the 
CREEDS are repeated. 


THIS, perhaps, may be the leaſt fg- 
nificant ceremony in the whole Service of 
the Eftabliſhed Church; yet is deſigned, 
I preſume, to turn our minds on the 
Eaſtern parts of the world, as the orig i- 
nal ſeat of the human ſpeicot, and conſe- 
quently, of all knowledge, natural and di- 
vine: The part, where the Jewiſb poli- 
ty was erected, to whom were commited 
the Oracles of GOD: (5) In which the 
Incarnate MESSIAH made his appear- 


(a) Tit. i. 15. 
) Rom, iii. 2. compared with Ch. ix 4. 
ance; 
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ance; Where he opened the New Teſta- 
ment Diſpenſation in his own Miniſtry, 
and from whence he ſent forth his Goſpe 
into the other parts of the world (c). In 
token of theſe events, and not that the Di- 
vine Majeſty is more in one quarter of the 
heavens, than the other ; has it been 
thought fit, upon the occaſions above, to 
worſhip towards the Eaſt. And, in this 
view, I can ſee no reaſon of Scandal in it 
to the molt ſerious, or ſcrupulous. 

NOT but my learned Friend has en- 
abled me to obſerve, with reſpect to both 
the Articles laſt mentioned: That the 
Church lays no Injunction upon any 
© one to bord to the Altar, or turn to the 
* Eaſt. It was only recommended by 
« a Canon of 1640, as a decent thing, and 


. © an antient uſage; but declared to be 


« indifferent in point of Obligation. And 
© moreover, that Canon itſelf has had 
© no legal Force with the Clergy, being 
e not confirmed with thoſe of other 
e times at the Reſtoration (d). 


(e) PF. cx. 2. compared with Luke xxiv. 47. 
% See CAN. vii. A. 1640. Biſhop Stilling fleet's Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Caſes, Vol. I. p. 257, 258, Oftavo, Dare//. Vind. 
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Of the Veſiments made uſe of by the 
CLERGY. 


IF there be any reaſonable Objection 
againſt diſtinguiſhing Garments for thoſe, 
who miniſter in holy things; let the 
Diſenters ſee to it, how they will ex- 
cuſe Themſelves, before they quarrel 
with Others, in this particular. not 
all of them admit the uſe of the band 
and black coat? Do not many of them 
perform ſervice in a black cloak, which, 
when gathered up in their manner, very 
much reſembles the Gown in the Church; 
and, we have reaſon to think, is uſed 
with that view? Is there one of them, 
when a Prince is to be addreſſed on his 
acceſſion to the throne, but what appears 
with a black cloak, band and hat, as his 
proper miniſterial habit ? — Who then 
cannot ſee, that the Diſſenters of our 
b e did not old ſcruples intervene, 
would readily indulge the ſame liberty 
of dreſs with the Clergy of the Nation- 
al Church ? 

BUT it is probable, ſome will inquire: 
Whether are any valuable ends ſecured 
by this diſtinguiſhing habit ? — To ſay 
nothing of the happy influence it may 
have on the minds of others; perhaps, a 

mi- 
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miniſter of God's holy Word and Sacra- 
ments cannot by too many external m- 
bols or Marks, call up and impreſs up- 
on his own mind an auful Senſe of his 
being ſeparated from the world, and de- 
voted to the moſt ſacred duties of the 
Temple: Aud, in conſequence of it, the 
Obligations that are upon him to pu- 
rity of life, and uncorruptneſs of doc- 
tri ne. 

THIS notwithſtanding, it will pro- 
bably be ſaid farther, I hat in what has 
been yet advanced, the Clergy have been 
ſcreen d from the principal objeftion 
lying againſt them on this head, name- 
ly : That they retain Popih Ve/\ments in 
their Service, and aſſert the Neceſſity ot 
the Habit to the regalar adminiſtration of 
Divine Ordinances. 

I CANNOT allow myſelf in entering 
a reply to what is here objetted, withe 
out firſt making my acknowledgments to 
a worthy Clergyman for ſome uſeful hints 
on this Subject. 

FOR what concerns the fomer part 
of this objection, eur. That their Gar- 
ments are of Popiſb origin, or the ſame 
with thoſe in the Church of Rome: I an- 
ſwer, 

I. THAT the charge is without foun- 
datton ; tor as much as it is certain, that 

our 
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our firſt Reformers, from a religious care 
to prevent giving offence to tender and 
ſcrupulous minds, intirely threw afids 
ALL the Veſtments made uſe of by the 
Romiſh Clergy in the Celebration of the 
Maſs; which are alone to be regarded as 
the diſtinguiſhing Habit made uſe of by the 
Roman Catholics (e): © and retained 
** thoſe only, which appeared more ſimple, 
* and becoming the office of Miniſters, as 
& other Proteſtant Churches have done 
CF) Again, 

II. LET it be obſerved, that none of 
the Veſtments, retained by the Clergy 
of the Church of England, are conſecrat- 
ed; which is an eſſential in thoſe made uſe 
of by the Catholics. Theſe pretend, that 
the HOLY GHOST deſcends upon their 


Garments, and communicates a divine 


virtue to them: An aſſertion, which the 
Clergy with us reje& as impious. 


(e) Theſe Garments are as follows: The Ame/s ; The Sol 
The Fanele or Maniple ; The Surcingle and the Chaſſuble. 
For the other Garments, I mean thoſe worn by the 
Britiſh Clergy, chiefly obnoxious to the preſent objection, 
ſuch as the Hood or Tippet; The Chimers; The Cap and 
Rochet ; they are either purely Academica/, or for diſtinction 
of Rank or Quality, and not Religious Vetments. The ſame 
is true of the Surplice, which is worn by thoſe in a Lay Ca 
pacity, ſuch as Clerks, Singing-men and Qviriſters in Cathe- 
drals; as well as the Clergy. 

(f) See Durell. Vindic. Cap. xv. and xvi, And Dr.Fa/k- 
ner, Libert. Kceleſ. p. 492——504. 
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AS to the latter part of the objection, 
wherein it is aſſerted, That they pay ſuch 
deference to their Veſtments, as to think 
and maintain, that Divine Ordinances 
cannot be regularly adminiſtred without 
them: I reply, 

THE contrary is well known, and à- 
bundantly evident from this one plain in- 
ſtance: That the Clergy of the Church 
of Enzland trequently viſit the Sick, and 
not only pray by them, but alſo aamini- 
fer the Sacrament of the LORD Sup- 
per, which is the moſt ſolemn inſtitution 
of the Chriſtian Church; without uf 
their ordinary miniſterial Dreſs. —— 
Here again, the Papal Superſtition is ma- 
nifeſtly avoided; fince the Clergy of that 
Church, whenever they viſit the fick, al. 
ways appear in their conſecrated Ha- 
bits. 

UPON the whole, the truth is, That 
an objection of this kind can come from 
none with ſo little juſtice and advantage, 
as from the Diſſenters: Since the Dreſs 
peculiarly appropriate to their own Mini- 
flers, I mean the black cloak, band and 
hat , is abſolutely of Popiſh extrattion ; 
being, at this day, the proper diſtinguiſh» 

ing habit of the Abbè in that Church. 
* THUS, I think, I have gone thro' the 
moſt popular, and moſt material Objec- 
ons 
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tions, that the Diſſenters have, as yet, 
raiſed againſt the National Church. And 
what is the amount? Only this: That as 
to the Eſſentials, they differ not in mat- 
ters of faith; ſome QOyakers only ex- 
cepted : Having no other GOD; no other 
MEDIATOR; no other way of Salvation, 
than the true Church-man. — And as 
to matters of Ceremony, That they are 
either not agreed about them, among 
themſelves; or, conſidering thoſe which 
obtain with them, have little reaſon to 
complain of the E/tabliſhment, -— One 
of their own Communion very lately 
ſaid: © That they had been contend- 
* ing ſo long againſt forms, that they 
* were become nothing elſe themſelves : 
And that, being paſt mending, they 
* ought to pull themſelves quite down, 
” and be at the pains of new modell- 
ing. 

BEFORE I quit the Subject, the 
Reader will pardon me for troubling him 
with an obſervation or tevo, ina general 
way : - Firſt with reſpe& to the Nation- 
al Church itſelf; and then, in favour 
of ſuch, who are members of it. 

FOR the Eſtabliſbment itſelf: I 
cannot ſee, with what juſtice or proprie- 
ty, perſons of any religious principles, of 
any Chriſtian denomination amongſt us, 
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appear in oppoſirion to it: Since it is very 
evident, that the Church of England is 
the generous Guardian of Virtue and 
Piety in general. = Had we no eftabliſh- 
ed Religion, we ſhould have no Religion 
at all; or, however, none but what 
would very illy merit the Name : Becauſe, 
without this proviſion, nothing but con- 
fuſion and diſcord, as the effects of party 
zeal, would pievail. -— If publick Au- 
thority was not to become the Patron of 
ſome Set of Religious Principles, and 
ſome general form of Diſcipline ; it would 
be impoſſible, that any Denomination of 
Chriſtians ſhould long ſubſiſt, either with 
regularity or peace — While therefore 
the Church of England, not only coun- 
tenances the liberty of private judgment, 
but,in thoſe who approve themſelves good 
ſubjetts, provides for it's ſupport and de- 
fence ; what juſt pretencecan there be to 
exclaim againſt her” Or rather, what rea- 
ſon is there to think,ſhe has not a right to 
challenge the approbation, if not the 
Communion of all, who ſhare in her be- 
nign influence ? 

WITH reſpect to thoſe, who attend 
the Eſtabliſhed worſhip, what I have to 
obſerve is: That here, from their fir 
entering the church to their departure, 
they carry a greater air of piety and de- 

votion, 
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dotion, in general, along with them, than 
what I have ever been able to diſcover in 
the Diſenting congregations. They ap- 
proach the Service with greater Solemni- 
ty, and appear more zealous in the dif- 
charge of it, — Freedom in the Divine 
Preſence is, undoubtedly, the privilege 
of the Chriſtian; but then it is to be tem- 
pered with humility. If it ſinks into care- 
leſsneſs, or riſes to what is hold; it looks 
as if we forgot the Almighty, and were 
ſacrificing to the vanity of our own ima- 
ginations. 

WHAT I have now ſuggeſted, I call 
GOD to witneſs, is put together from 
a Cood deſign, with the utmoſt imparti- 
ality and faithfulneſs ; as well to account 
for things to myſelf, as to attempt the ſa- 
risfattion of others, in the matter of Con- 
formity. Tho' I am not in Communion 
with the Diſſenters, I bear them no ill 
will. I would no more allow my ſelf in 
miſrepreſenting them, than I would de- 
fire to impoſe upon them. The worſt 
thing, that I with them, is: That they 
were more happy in underſtanding their 
own intereſt; and that, while they en- 
joy every religious liberty themſelves, they 
would learn to be /eſs free with the cha- 
raters and conſciences of others. 
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